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The Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail has been declared a State Scenic Byway by the West Virginia Department of Highways. Our
plans are to seek designation as a National Scenic Byway. Once completed, it will connect the Ohio River ScegaldBywa

Midland Trail Scenic Byway, creating a network of Scenic Byway routes throughout the region. Therefore, this corridanemnage
plan will focus on obtaining and meeting the requirements needed to achieve national designation.

This corridor maagement plan was written with the intention of providing several benefits to the diverse communities that make up
the trail. It will provide a vision for the future and a blueprint for the development of the projects needed to maienreatreality.

It will assist local communities in identifying priorities for improvements. It will be an important tool in gaining funding
improvements. It will also help the communities of the byway to better coordinate their marketing and outreach efforts.

TheRivers to Ridges Heritage Trail begins in the historic town of Nitro. Situated just off Interstate 64, the main route betwee
Charleston and Huntington, Nitro is perfectly located to serve as the southern gateway to the trail. A large numbefazilitisi
and shopping opportunities are available in Nitro, which bills itself as the antiques capital of West Virginia.

After leaving Nitro the trail follows WV Route 62, hugging the scenic Kanawha River on one side and the iconic rollafg/\fekss
Virginia on the other. It then heads up ithe scenic Ohio River Bends ofddon County. The route travels through a mix of small
historic towns and rural communities. Sites reféetemalci ng
Visitors wild have the opportunity to tour

and stop at scenic sites to watch river barges making their way up and down the Kanawhbiiyeree nt s | i k e
October Fest and Poi nt offerladaatsd local 6utureNMovisitorftaplaced-likeshe WesaMirginia State
Farm Museum and Winfieldobés historic Hoge Ho sandhousbsduyil bwthe |

earliest settlers of this region. Whether visitoas$l|layésintle

cultural heritage, seeing the spots where historical personages like George Washinilad ame Bailey left their mark, or
waking up early to watch the early morning mist hanging over the river, there are sites along the Trail for every interest.
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In all, the main route of Riverto Ridges Heritage Trail is 89ndles in length. At its southern end the trail vaéigin in Nitro,
following WV Route 62 through the Kanawha River Valley and down river to Point Pleasant. From there it will loop throoigh Mas
Countydos scenic Ohio River bends wuntil it rejoins with Rou

The Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trails | ocat ed i n West Virginiabds Metro Valley
Mason and Putnam Counties and passes through Nitro, Poca, Eleanor, Buffalo, Point Pleasant, and the town of Mason. When

complete, it will serve as a connegtiihyway between Ohio River Scenic Byway in the north and Midland Trail Scenic Byway in the
south, creating a connecting network of scenic byways through the region.

As a Heritage Trall, Rivers to Ridges will focus interpretive efforts on our historidat@tural intrinsic qualities, with secondary
emphasis on scenic and recreational qualities.

The proposed story for the Rivers to Ridges Heritagepthisg ai |l
area. 0
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Mission Statement

The Mission of the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail is to enhance and promote economic activities in our region by pgheserving
heritage of the communities in the lower Kanawha River Valley and by sustamhigcreasing cultural and heritage tourism
through the development of a cohesive Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail marketing product. Additionally we will enharadigythe qu
of life in this area by developing projects for the use of both tourists ambknts.

Vision Statement

To increase and develop heritage tourism in Putnam and Mason County by promoting the lower Kanawha River Valley as a heritagg
tourism destination site and by preserving the physical and cultural remains of our unique heritage.
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Goals

To develop the economy of the lower Kanawha River Valley through the enhancement
and promotion of cultural heritage tourism.

To further develop recreational activities in Mason County and Putnam County, specifically through
the development of biking and hiking trail infrastructure and such amenities as rest stops and campground facilities.

To develop a cohesive marketing and interpretation plan targeted at raising
regional awareness of the appeal of the lower Kanawha River \iay.

To preserve and interpret the | ower Kanawha Ri V¢
emphasis on the role the area played in the settlement of the west.

To establish a fundraising program and endowment for Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail
sufficient to hire paid staff and fund projects.
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Chapter 4

Intrinsic Qualities

Intrinsic Qualities are those parts of the byway that have a value in and of themselves. Intrinsic Qualities may b&aticahic,
Historic, Cultural,Recreational or Archaeological. In order to gain recognition as a National Scenic Byway, the Rivers to Ridges
Heritage Trail must demonstrate that at least one of our intrinsic qualities is of regional significance, defined agbeimgthim a

two-state area.

Sites along the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail demonstrate five out of the six possible intrinsic qualities, withidl histbr
cultural intrinsic value being of regional significance.
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Historical

The historic story of the Rivers ®idges Heritage Trail begins and ends with the Kanawha

River. From prehistoric times to the modern era, the river has served as a convenient
transportation route serving various human enterprises, such as commerce, war, peace and
recreation. In most erathe river was a ready source of food as well. Shoals like the ones at
Nitro, Poca, Buffalo and Red House provided ideal fishing spots. The regular floods of the river
created a rich bottomland in the valley that would prove to be ideal for farming.

A variety of cultures in a series of prehistoric periods (beginning at least as far back as 13,000

years ago) drew sustenance from the Kanawha Valley. Many earthworks of the Adena,

Hopewell, and Buck Garden cultures were extant in the 1890s when Cyrus Tdtadiaed and

mapped them for the American Bureau of Ethnolodyfew are still visible today. During the

late 17"cent ury, the I roquois confederated nat.i ns
unrelenting war for empire, so that when exploressifthe British colonies first came to the

Kanawha River Valley, the area was only sparsely settled by American Indians. By the 1720s,

most of the area that is now known as West Virginia was a shared hunting ground for tribes like

the Shawnee, Delaware,caMingo in the Ohio country, and the Cherokee and Catawba from

further south. In 1673, Gabriel Arthur accompanied a party of southern Tamahittan Indians to a
Tutelo settlement named AMonyt ono "Howdverloyy onf| t
thetime Mary Ingles passed through in 1755 the village had been abandoned.

In 1770, George Washington, accompanied by some other British subjects, including William
Crawford (county surveyor of Augusta County)p,
American Indian (likely Delaware as evidenced by the Lenape river names given in
Washingtonés journal of the trip), canoed ufp
Thirteenmile Creek (presediy Leon). Some of his party went as far upriver as Egirile

Creek (presentlay Robertsburg). Washington chanced upon an old acquaintance, Kiashuta (the
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Seneca viceroy of the Ohio Country), who provided Washington details of the Kanawha River
and its valley up to the falls, nearly 100 milesd m t he ri ver 6s mout h.
closely with those pr ovi 8 €mwididyretunadsthe followingo n 6 s
year to survey land on both sides of the Kanawha River in preparation for the dispersal of
military land grantsd Washington and other investors who had purchased warrants from
veterans of the French and Indian War. In 1771, Crawford drafted the first survey maps of the
Kanawha River Valley. The next significant military warrant surveys of the Kanawha Valley
weremade in the spring of 1774 by another team of surveyors.

The earliest known military events along the Trail were those associated with the Beaver Wars
that caused the abandonment of Monyton. Later, several military campaigns of French armies
and theirindian allies followed the Kanawha River trail from 1755 through 1758. The most
significant of these was the campaign of the nearly 200 man army of FrifeadsPicote,

Sieur de Belestre Il in the spring of 17%&Perhaps the most significant evenwar to occur

along the Trail was the battle of Point Pleasant. This histloayging battle took place in 1774

at what is now Point Pleasant. The | argest
Pleasant pitted a force of approximately 1,00@Wians led by Col. Andrew Lewis against an
alliance of American Indian nations with similar warrior numbers led by Shawnee Chief
Cornstalk (Okima Keighia-qua). The defeat of the American Indian force decisively opened the
Kanawha River Valley for settieent by Engliskspeaking EureAmericans and African

Americans. Fort Randolph was erected at Point Pleasant by Virginia to enforce the Ohio River
boundary established between Virginia and Indian Territory after the battle. A replica of Fort
Randolph, , hebeen erected at Krodel Park near Point Pleasant. Every May the Murder of
Cornstalk (November 1777) and the subsequent Siege of Fort Randolph (May 1778) are re
enacted at the reconstructed fort. In addition, every year the annual Battle Days fegsival pa
tribute to the 1774 battle through reenactments and festivitiesBhdetWei State park.

Settlers soon arrived to colonize the region around Point Pleasant. These first groups of settlers
included frontier folk who would eventually become famauéinerican history. Daniel Boone
arrived in the Kanawha River Valley in 1788, after land title disputes in the Kentucky region of
Virginia. He settled in a small log cabin about four miles up Kanawha River from the town of
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Point Pleasant, and he spent much of his time surveying and trapping beaver. In 1789 Boone
was appointed a Lieutenant Colonel of the Kanawha County Militia, and in 1791 he became a
delegate from that county to the Virginia Legislature. He laerned to Kentucky, and in 1799
he left the region for Missoufi.

Anne Bailey, popularly known as Mad Anne Bailey and the Heroine of the Kanawha Valley, was
another famous figure from this period. After her first husband died at the Battle of Point

Pleasant in 1774 she left her son with a neighbor and joined the local militia as a scout. In 1785
she married a frontiersman named John Bail el
was located near modern day Charleston. In 1791 the local #®was threatened and began to

run low on gunpowder. It was then that Anne Bailey made a legendary 100 mile ride to Fort
Savannah and back through the wilderness to retrieve a new supply of gunpowder. She is
credited with saving the fort. Memorabiliam her life is on display at the Mansion House

Museum at TtEndetWei State Park and a statue has been commissioned that will stand in the
park.

By 1794 Point Pleasant had been founded by an act of the Virginia Parliament. Two years late

t he AMaossemn, as it is called today, was <co
use as a museum in ‘EndetWei State Park. By 1804 Mason County had been created and by
1818 keelboats and ferries were regularly plying the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers.

In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the river was a convenient source of

transportation, when roads were primitive at best and often became impassable. Goods could
easily be shipped down the river to towns along the Kanawha and Missisgiagnthe

communities along the Kanawha ideal sites for the development of small industries. In the
earliest days of river navigation keelboats and ferries were a common sight along the Kanawha
River. Several of the present day boat launch sitesstatedt as f erry | aunc hgé
1823 that the more advanced steamboats began to take over river traffic. Passenger Steamboat(g
and packetboats made regular trips up and down the Kanawha River for many years. Buffalo,

st
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Poca, and Point 8asant were regular stops along the rélit&he River Museum in Point
Pl easant maintains a | arge number of historfic
heritage.

In 1828 Anne Royall, one of the first women in America to own her own newspaze about
her experiences traveling the Kanawha.

fiKanawha is a very handsome river, being generally as smooth as the Ohio, but by no means so

l i mpid; it was a greenish appearance; you cflan
riveriscoveredvi t h boats, some going up and some g¢(i
water. | did not stomach it so well below the salt works as | saw several carcasses of horses

floating downstream”®

At about the same time the different industries of the valleyrbemeapidly develop. Expansive
stands of white oak and other virgin timbers created a thriving industry for wood based
industries. Hundreds of people along the trail were employed by the Kanawha Salt works as
coopers and carpenters. They produced vdgtebarrels and shipped them upriver to the salt
works. Near the close of the nineteenth century the Courtney Lumber Company of Poca signed
contract to supply Standard Oil with 40 million barrels. For a time, Leon became a major
shipbuilding center.They built steamboats and oceangoing vessels, then floated them down the
river to New Orleans for the finishing work. Coal was discovered at the mouth of the Pocatalico
River, creating a small mining industty.

By 1830 the population had grown to a damgje enough to begin incorporating towns and

building public institutions. Point Pleasant was incorporated as a town in 1833, quickly followed
by Buffalo three years later. Leon was founded three years after that. In 1848 Putnam County
was created fromieces of Mason and Kanawha Counties. In 1849 the Buffalo Academy was
established. In the years leading up to the Civil War the Buffalo Academy offered a full
education in science, education, religion, ancient and modern languages, and classics. At the
time it was considered to be one of the best schools in the region. The building still stands in
Buffalobs historic district.
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But everything changed for the valley in 1861. In that year forces from both the Union and the
Confederacy ented the Kanawha River Valley. Public Structures like the Buffalo Academy
were converted into barracks and infirmaries for the soldiers. Gen. Jacob. D. Cox lead an
encampment at the mouth of 13 mile creek, near present day Leon. He continued to guvance u
the Kanawha River Valley, encamped at Raymond City (battle of Poca), and engaged the
Confederates at the Battle of Scary Creek. That same year the Kanawha River flooded. Water
level reached sixteen feet over flood stage, the highest level ever recothedrea. According

to Leland R. Johnson ien, Mountains and Rive(d977):

Al n 1861 the Kanawha River had risen at the f
so strong that the Ohio river seemed to reverse its course and appearedpstream from Pt.

Pleasant to Letart Falls. Floating buildings raced out of the mouths of the Kanawha, smashed

into the north bank of the Ohio, leaving the wreckage to be carried upstream together with other
debris to form a drift pile that compleyel c| osed t he Ohi o River <chajnn

In 1863 Point Pleasant Courthouse was attacked by'taad8’ Virginia Cavalry for four
. hours. They believed the Union was storing arms in it. The courthouse stood, complete with
|4 bulletholes, until 1954vhen the current courthouse was built.

i Ry e o On Oct. 26, 1864 the Union occupied Winfield to protect river transportation. Confederates
!H ‘ml ! U H forces attacked, but were forced to retreat when their commander, Philip Thurman was Killed.
o 1 1 The next day, under a flag tfice, Capt. W.R. Bahlman carried a coffin into town and buried
Thurman in an unmarked grave behind the Hoge House. Since that time the Hoge House was
relocated to a space behind the Putnam County Courthouse. In 2010 Philip Thurman was

reburied with fullceremony behind the new location of the Hoge House.

The first railroad in Putnam County was built near Raymond City in 1880 to haul coal from the
Big Otto mine to the riverfront. Some of the wood rails may still be seen at low water near the
mouth of he Poca River.
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On Nov. 13, 1883 a massive meteor shower frightened people throughout the Kanawha Valley.
So many meteorites fell that people called it the Night the Stars Fell. Attendance at church the
next day was recordbreaking astarted off a religious revival throughout the region.

With the turn of the twentieth century new buildings and businesses continued to be built. In
1904 the Lowe Hotel was built in downtown Point Pleasant. The hotel is still in business. In
1915 theMarietta Manufacturing company moved to Point Pleasant and employed thousands to
build sternwheelers and barges. It closed in 1970 and is used for storage now.

The start of World War 1 brought even more changes to the region. In 1914 the town of Nitro
was founded in Putnam County. Nitro was one of only two sites chosen by the government to be
constructed as chemical production centers for the war effort. The town was constructed nearly
overnight through the efforts of thousands of workers. But theniclaéplants of Nitro sent only

one shipment of chemicals before the war ended. The need for war chemicals finished, the
factories of the new town shifted over to the production of consumer chemicals. Today, the town
of Nitro celebrates its heritage thugh its Boomtown Museum and annual Boomtown Festival.

The commercial infrastructure of the area took a huge step forward with the construction of the
Silver Bridge in 1927. The structure connected Point Pleasant and Gallipolis, and eliminated the
KanawhaRiver as an obstacle to travel through the region.

Another new town was founded in 1935. In the midst of the Great Depression, four model
subsistence communities were founded in West Virginia. Eleanor, named in honor of Eleanor
Roosevelt, was constrext on land that once belonged to the Red House farm. The historic Red
House itself, a plantation home dating from the 1830s, became the administrative center of the
new community.




In 1967 the greatest disaster

in the regionds
devastated PoirRleasant.

The Silver Bridge, only thirty
years old, twisted and

collapsed. 47 people died in

the accident. A memorial to

the Silver Bridge collapse
still stands in
historic district.
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Cultural

The culture of the communities along the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail is entwined with the
areads history. It is Iimpossible to consid
region of West Virginia, the earliest settlers were prehistAmerican hunters and gatherers

who found enough resources to sustain them for extended periods in one place. They used fire a
a tool to manage vegetation for several purposes, but particularly for the improvement of grazing
for game animals, like @ and elk. The rock shelters found in abundance along tributaries of
Kanawha River, provided excellent temporary camping space for seasonal hunting/gathering
activities like harvesting nuts, netting spawning fish, and rendering bear fat. Such occupied
shelters have been the targets of artifact collectors for 200 years and their abundance is reflected
in the ubiquity of names likeockcampor rockhouseattached to a stream epithet. In 2009 during

the construction of U.S. Rt. 35, burials were found inchouse along Threemile Creek in

Mason County. This potentially significant archeological site was only minimally excavated
before being permanently covered. Archeological sites along Kanawha River, like the John
Amos power plant site, provide eviderwethe importance of the river to cultures that depended
heavily upon fishes and mussels found in abundance at the once numerous Kanawha River
shoals. The power plant visitor center has on display some of the artifacts from an archeological
investigatorper f or med i n 1968 during the plantods ¢
reached its peak in the Adena and Hopewell cultures that created extensive earthworks at
ceremonial centers in the Ohio and Kanawha River valleys.

With the introductio of corn agriculture from the southwest to the eastern parts of North
America, the hunting/gathering cultures were transforfhéthstern American Indian cultures
adopted corbeanssquash farming (Three Sisters Agriculture) to supplement their
hunting/gahering lifeways. The last occupants of Monyton (at predagptBuffalo) were
agriculturists as well as hunters and gatherers. Although the bulk of artifacts and skeletal
remains removed from the site by archeologists are kept in Ohio, an historic ataBkefalo
identifies the location of the village.

er

o
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The last occupants of the Oldtown archeological site, along Rt. 62 just north of Point Pleasant at
the mouth of Oldtown Creek were Shawnees in the historic period. George Washingted refe
to the village in his 1770 journal, A.[ée] b
bottom Land including the old Shawna Town, which is about 3 Miles up the Ohio just above the
Mout h of a ™ dherSkawieés, ah Aljoquian Languagepteavho settled at

Oldtown Creek were part of a larger immigration event that began around 1720 and included
Shawnees from southern regions as well as from the Susquehanna region of Pennsylvania, along
with Delawares (another Algonquian people) from tbhedsiehanna, and Iroquoian Language

people (mostly Senecas) from northwestern Pennsylvania and western New York. Traders
licensed in Pennsylvania, like James Letort and Robert Smith, followed these American Indian
settlers and established trading housédardrom the mouth of Kanawha River in the 1730s

and 1740s. Letart Creek and Letart Rapids were named after Letort who maintained a trading
house there. Letort traded with the Shawnees at Oldtown Creek before the occupants removed t
Lower Shawnee Tow(presentday Portsmouth OH and Southshore KY) around the time of

Ki ng Geor g ebB748)"Waignificant contributions of American Indians to the

southern Appalachian regional culture that developed in the I8teetBury included medicines,
foods(e.g., hominy, Shawnee greens), hunting techniques, military tactics, frequent bathing,
place names (e.g{anawha Allegheny, and other language contributions, sucpalse(the

plant), possum, pone, skunk, tomahaamgmoccasin

The earliest EurdAmerican settlers were families coming to settle the military land grants.

These original families included a mix of English, German, and Sddsthpeoples. Slightly

later immigrants contributed French, Dutch, and other European traits and traditioms to t
culture. The earliest AfricaAmerican settlers were mostly slaves and indentured servants of
the EureAmerican settlers, and their contributions to subsequent cultural development were just
as important as those of the American Indians and-Buarericans. Gradually, all of these

different traditions coalesced into the local Appalachian culture. This combined with a rich river
heritage born from all the people who worked in the river trade throughout the nineteenth
century. The architecture, crafemtiques, museums, folklore, and art of the Rivers to Ridges
Heritage Trail all pay tribute to this unique river and Appalachian heritage.
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In the mid nineteenth century a German immigrant named Theobold Brenner arrived in Buffalo.
He would write many letters back to his family in Germany describing the town as it was then.

Al am in a beautiful, fruitful wvalley whose
through by the Kanawha River on whose waters the steamboatsunyggly up and down
making Buffalo the most pleasant spot to stay that | have yet found in the United States.

Buffalo lies in the midst of many farms, the most of them kept up by slave labor. The town has
t wo churches, but yyane statelysbuildidgs, for theyaageiomyeroughh a t
houses made of boards.

An academy here attracts both boys and girl
think of them as such a o6loyal, jollgictresd
On the contrary, the fellows are as silly as children are to us. Their pleasures are tobacco

chewing and all kinds bdhadtitig,endtsc sport ;

For visitors interested in architecture, many original nineteenth centiynigs still stand

throughout the trail. The largest collection of historic buildings in their original location is in the
small town of Buffalo. I n the townds histo
the Buffalo Welcome Center (formegrthe Buffalo Bank which was founded in 1917), the

Buffalo Presbyterian Church and the Buffalo Methodist Church. The oldest church in Buffalo,
the Buffalo Baptist Church, is only a few blocks away. Another site of interest for historic

architectureis®i nt Pl easant s historic district. R
bl ocks of small specialty shops hotEsdetNVeii n P
State Park you can visit the Mansion House Museum, the earliest knowndgelunlting in

t he Kanawha River Valley. Anot her architec

Museum, located north of Point Pleasant. For several decades historic buildings from around
West Virginia have been relocated to this site winexir original sites were threatened. The
buildings are open to the public, and many are furnished. Over thirty log buildings from

ec
o i
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different periods are located on the grounds of the museum, providing a complete history of the
evolution of Igy construction in this area.

Several individual buildings of historic interest are also on display along the trail. The Federal
style Hoge House, home to Putnam Countyods f
Putnam County Courthouse in Vileid.

For more recent architectural history, the town of Eleanor was entirely constructed in the 1930s
as a model subsistence community. A total of one hundred simple houses were laid out in
spokes radiating out from the early nineteenth century Regél A casual drive through the

town reveals that many houses of the saltbox style houses from this time still stand. Similarly,
Nitro was constructed by the government during World War 1 over a period of months.

The communities along the Rivers to §is also have their own folklore. Many stories relate to
the Battle of Point Pleasant in some way. But most famous of all is the story of the Mothman.

I n the early 196006s, people near Point Pl ea
was tall, nearly ten feet tall, with glowing red eyes and huge wings. It had clawed feet like a bird
and was shaped like a man. According to eyewitness accounts it could keep up with speeding
cars. For several weeks the sightings became more and mor@nonfiren, on Dec. 1943, the
Silver Bridge over the Ohio River collapsed. It was the greatest tragedy ever to hit this area of
the country. Fortysix people died. And the sightings of the Mothman stopped.

Some people claim that the Mothman showed hlinbge¢he people of Point Pleasant to warn
them of the tragedy. A book was written on the subject, which was later made into a movie.
Additionally a constantly growing number of documentaries have been produced on the story.

A number of museums have lbelunded throughout the trail. In Nitro the Boomtown Museum
details the construction of the town by the government during World War 1.

S
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Buffalo has no museum, but a visit to the Buffalo Welcome Center maintains a number of
albums relating to th&964 robbery of the Buffalo Bank. In Point Pleasant visitors may visit the
Point Pleasant River Museum, dedicated to t
heritage. Only a few blocks away the Mothman Museum displays a number ots#ifdc

videos relating to the Mothman and the destruction of the Silver Bridge. Also within walking
distance of the River Museum is the Mansion House Museum-tnte+Wei State Park. The
Mansion House was one of the first hewn log buildings in Masamtypand is currently on

display as a historic house museum furnished with artifacts from the early eighteenth century.
On the third floor a number of artifacts from the Battle of Point Pleasant and from prehistoric
cultures are on display. North of RbPleasant, the West Virginia State Farm Museum displays
over 30 different historic buildings including a replica of the first church constructed west of the
Appalachian mountains. Artifacts are also on display in many of the buildings.

Unique festivad take place throughout the year in different towns along the trail. Most unique of
all is the annual Mothman festival, which brings ghost and monster enthusiasts from around the
region to Point Pleasant. Also in Point Pleasant, the Tribute to theFRisgval and the

St eamboat Regatta both celebrate the townods
reenactors from throughout the region to celebrate the Battle of Point Pleasant. The Siege of
Fort Randolph is renacted annually in May atconstructed Fort Randolph at Krodel Park.

Several other historical education events take place at the fort throughout the year. Buffalo,
Nitro, and Poca also have annual heritage festivals. Every October Buffalo also celebrates
OctoberFest, PutnanoCunt yés | argest free festival. T h
hosts several harvest celebrations throughout the year.

During the holiday season sites along the trail also host annual events. Krodel Park and the State

Farm Museum both host anf@hristmas Light shows.

A wide variety of public art has been erected throughout the trail. In Point Pleasant the iconic
statue of the Mothman stands in the middle of the historic district. Not far away statues of Chief
Cornstalk and Col. Andrew Lewstand near the Amphitheater in the Riverfront Park. An
additional statue of local heroine Mad Anne Bailey is being created at the moment. All three

h e
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were commissioned from local artist Bob Roach. Other examples of his work can be found in
the bwn of Mason. The floodwalls that separate Riverfront Park from the historic district have
been converted into canvases of great murals telling the story of Point Pleasant as the gateway
westward for the expanding nation in the lat& é8ntury. The mrals stretch east from the
amphitheater and west to the entrance td&hdetWei State Park and they highlight the

historic cultures that have called the regi
grandest depiction of the Battle of Point Rl@at ever attempted, and it is truly breathtaking..
Al so in Point Pleasantds historic district

from local artists. Large scale representations of historic quilt patterns can be seen on public and
private buildings throughout the area. These public art displays were created through the efforts
of the Putnam and Mason County Quilt Trails.

Small craft and antiques store crop up throughout the trail. Nitro has the highest concentration,
billing itself as the Antiques capital of West Virginia. And indeed, a large variety of antique
stores and small craft stores are visible throughout the town. Local craft and antiques are also
available in Point Pleasant and in locations along the route. Artwanklbcal crafters is on

display at the Buffalo Welcome Center, and many local crafters also set up booths at the local
festivals.

0
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Scenic

The most important scenic asset of the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trall is the Kanawha River.
The river isvisible along nearly the entire route of the corridor, and the majority of the sites
along the corridor involve the river in some way. Three bridges cross the river, showcasing
some of the most scenic views in the entire corridor.

Of all the scenic viewalong the Kanawha River, one of the most dramatic is the confluence
with the Ohio River. There, in a spot visible from-Endie Wei State Park in Point Pleasant,

the greenish waters of the Kanawha River mix with the more muddy waters of the OhimRiver t
create a constantly changing view. Both the Silver Memorial Bridge and the Bartow Jones
Bridge are visible from this location. This spot is also commonly filled with barges and boats
traversing the rivers.

Several locations along the trail provideetit access to the Kanawha River. These were
developed as boat access ramps, but have significant potential as scenic pull offs as well.

Many mornings throughout the year visitors willing to rise early might have the opportunity to
see the hills and rer shrouded in morning mist.

One of the most scenic times of the year to travel the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail is October
and November, when the turning trees are at the height of their colors. The hills surrounding the
route explode with all the ¢ars of the fall, even along the main route. A stop at one of the river
access points allows visitors to look down a river surrounded by fall colors. There is no better

— time of year to cross the bridges over the Kanawha River and see the hills amnd allvits
_ color. And a trip up into the Ohio River Bends Loop allows visitors new views of the Fall
colors.
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Natural

Like our scenic assets, the greatest natural asset of Rives to Ridges Heritage Trail is the
Kanawha River. The coursétbe river defines the trail geographically, culturally,
recreationally, and scenically. Al t hough t
the course of the river has remained largely unaltered by mankind, save for the Lock and Dam
sysem.

Another major natural asset of the trail is the geology of the area. Geologically, this part of West
is Virginia is part of the Appalachian Plateau Physiographic Province. Around 800 million years
ago much of western West Virginia was covered im&md sea. During this time marine

limestone, shale, siltstone and sandstones were deposited. Inthe next few million years cycles o
receding and growing seas left layers of limestone, sandstone, shale and coal. The trail traverseg
two distinct geolgical areas. The majority of Mason and Putnam County lies atop
Pennsylvanian geology. This was laid down 310 million to 230 million years ago and primarily
consists of cyclic sequences of sandstone, clay, shale, limestone and coal. The trail also crosse
through an area of Permian stone, which was laid down less than 230 million years ago. It is
comprised of cyclic sequences of sandstone, red beds, shale, limestone and coal. In several
locations along the trail exposed rocks demonstrating these &gectearly visible form the

road.

Perhaps the most interesting and unique geological aspect of the Rivers to Ridges Trall is that it
follows a river valley that was created more than 700,000 years ago. Before the Kansan

glaciation of the North Americamont i nent , an ancient river c3g
flowed in the same course that New River and Kanawha River follow today from Boone, NC to a

h e
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point directly across the river from Nitro, WV. The géanaximum reached as far south as
Moraine State Park in PA and Chillicothe, OH. The great ice sheet dammed many northward
flowing rivers, including Teays River which originally flowed generally westward from Nitro to
Huntington, thence to Portsmouth, Oihere it turned due north and then westward again to
meet an extended arm of the Gulf of Mexico. The ice dam blockage of the northward flowing
rivers (i.e., Monongahela, Little Kanawha, and Teays) created huge lakes that covered much of
western West Vginia with millions of small arms extending up valleys and hollows.

Eventually, many lake arms overflowed in various directions and the southwestward flowing
Ohio River was born. As the newly formed Ohio River drained the lake waters southwestward,
TeaysRiver abandoned its original corridor between Nitro and Huntington, and a new river
valley between Nitro and Point Pleasant forthede lower Kanawha River Valley that nestles

the Rivers to Ridges Trail.

This fascinating and fairly recent geological pheenon is not just a good starting point for
geological students exercising their mental acuity. Evidence of stream captures and stream flow
reverses are visible to everyone at several locations within and near the Rivers to Ridges Trail.
The grandest adhese evidences are the huge sandstone cliffs that mark the narrowest part of the
valley between Poca and Fraziers Bottom. Peering at these towering river sentinels, we can
imagine the tremendous erosive power of the ndailgned river as it drained theige lake

backed up to distant reaches of the watersheds of Pocatalico, Coal, Elk, and Kanawha Rivers.
Millions upon millions of tons of sediment, suspended in the raging current, scoured the
underlying shales and caused their eros@sistant sandston@gs to calve into the river,

leaving their scarred faces to weather from tan to gaunt gray over the ensuing millennia.

This geological breach in the dike gave rise to a river valley that sustained a wide variety of
cultures over many distinctive eras afrhan social development. In the™and early 18

centuries, the corridor became one of the most frequently traveledsoarttn corridors for

American Indian trading enterprises, war exploits, and peace missions between the Great Lakes
peoplesandthe o ut heast er n peopl essutheastbBiisenade @& équadyy 6 s n
suitable for eastvest traffic, hence the tremendous migration from eastern Virginia into-Trans
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Allegheny western Virginia by Eur8mericans and African Amezans after the Battle of Point
Pl easant secured the travel corridor for Vi

The weathering rock cliffs created talus slopes and formed deep fissures, suitable hibernacula for
wintering rattlesnakes, well below the frost linEhe hilly terrain northeast of the valley

between Poca and Redhouse is now home to the westernmost population of timber rattlesnakes
in that latitude. Other natural phenomena depended upon erosive forces carving through the
rocks of the new river defileFor every erosive action, there is a downstream deposition action,
and the broad bottom lands of the lower Kanawha River Valley are evidence of this. Before the
great agricultural boom period of the early"2@ntury, these bottoms were very wet and

afforded excellent habitat for certainwateo vi ng cr eatur es. George
of the wvalley i n Nove mmkkkndsbfividdowlthekre>sbeirgini s ¢
the Bottoms a great many small grassy Ponds or Lakes which ané Swans, Geese, & Ducks

of di f f et Although khé drathage grojects encouraged by state and federal farm
agencies in the early 2@entury took a toll on the natural wetlands that once crowded the

valley, the construction of locks and dams dridCand Kanawha Rivers has created numerous
embayments at tributary mout hs. These fAbac
thousands of migrating and resident waterfowl as well as wading birds and raptors associated
with water, like bald egles and ospreys.

The backwaters also provide excellent viewing areas for the growing number of wildlife
watchers and birding enthusiasts. The restoration of suitable shaditev feeding habitat
resulted in the growth of a blue heron population tminers large enough to support the second
largest rookery in West Virginia near Buffalo. Each March and early April, bird enthusiasts
gather to observe with binoculars and spotting scopes the heron family activities taking place
atop the stately sycamortmt stabilize the river bank at the rookery. A wetland mitigation
project constructed by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers at the Winfield Lock and Dam
consists of a series of shallow pools that are excellent habitats for numerous waders and
waterfowl. This location, like the heron rookery, is a favorite birding spot, and the WV Birding
ListServe internet discussion is frequently abuzz about unusual species sightings at the Lock and
Dam. Other favorite Rivers to Ridges Trail wetland birding spots iedod Wetlands of

Wa
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Winfield and Sixteenmile Creek wetland mit.i
Armour Creek and Guano Creek backwaters (on the north side). For the terrestrial bird
enthusiast, the Rivers to Ridges Trailbawwo publ i c | and facilities
diversity of habitats, from piney ridges to beech coves to sshulb and old fields, make Chief
Cornstalk and AmhersRlymouth Wildlife Management Areas excellent places to find a wide
variety of peching birds, like the colorful wood warblers and tanagers, as well as numerous
raptors and gallinaceous birds (i.e., wild turkeys, ruffed grouse, and American woodcocks). The
abundance of tall oaks, mapl es, aderthgrplgep!| ar s
supports several bird species that favor high canopy habitats. Species that are declining

throughout much of their ranges, are found in abundance here; ytblloated vireo and
cerulean warbler are two such species.

The Rivers to Ridgederitage Trail Corridor hosts a wide variety of wildlife as well. The
Kanawha River and the different ponds and small lakes along the corridor abound with
Largemouth Bass, Drum, Walleye, Channel Catfish, Northern Pike and Sauger. The forested
hills andrural farmlands surrounding the route host a wide variety of birds and wildlife. In
recent years bald eagles have been spotted along the WV Route 2 spur.

g a
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Recreational

Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail has facilities underedtgyment for a wide variety of

recreational activities. With the easy access to the Kanawha and Ohio rivers, water recreation is
a natural and popular activity. Facilities
capacity to host activities likelting, biking, and flying.

~ Boating

Boating facilities are available throughout the area. Access ramps are available at Nitro,
Raymond City, Poca, Buffalo, Leon, Point Pleasant, and Mason. Boats with electric motors may
be used at Krodel Lake and thenpls at McClintic Wildlife Management Area.

Fishing

Bass, Drum, Walleye, Catfish, and Sauger can all be found in the Kanawha River. Winfield
Lock and Dam is a popular fishing spot. . The backwaters at Nitro, Poca, Hometown, Plymouth,
Gallatin Branch, 8ary Creek, and other locations are extremely popular for bank fishing and
bow fishing. Both Ridenour Lake and Krodel Lake are stocked with trout and allow fishing
from the bank. Krodel Lake also maintains populations of sunfish, largemouth bassnorthe
pike, and channel catfish. Sunfish, crappie, largemouth bass and channel catfish are available at
Ridenour Lake.

At McClintic Wildlife Management Area 32 ponds have been constructed and opened to year
round public fishing. All offer carrn boat acess and bank fishing. Pond #10 has a fishing
pier for physically challenged anglers. Largemouth bass, sunfish, northern pike, and channel
catfish have been caught here.




Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trall -32-

Hunting

Public hunting is available at several differanidlife management areas throughout the trail.
Deer, mourning doves, grouse, rabbits, squirrels, turkey, waterfowl, woodcock, beaver, mink,
muskrat, and raccoon all populate the area.

McClintic Wildlife Management Area is reserved for trophy buck mgitiAll buck hunting in
the area is limited to a minimum of-idch antlers.

| Fall turkey hunting is available in Mason County, the only county in District 5 to offer this.

Shooting and Archery

Eleanor County Parkas an outdoor shooting range managethb Putnam County Gun Club.
It includes outdoor pistol, outdoor rifle, rifle silhouette, pistol silhouette, and muzzleloading
ranges. The park also has an archery range managed by Putnam County Parks.

Additionally, both McClintic Wildlife Managemerrea and Chief Cornstalk Wildlife
Management Area have shooting ranges.
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Hiking and Backpacking

Hiking Trails are currently being developed in Putnam County Park. There are several other
trailneads in development throughout tleeror, including a scenic trail in Point Pleasant and
trails in the Wildlife Management Areas.

. The Mary Ingles Trail is planned as a legigtance trail running parallel to the river over the

entire length of the Rivers to Ridges Trail. Arfle segnent between the John Amos Power

Pl ant and Winfieldbs eastern outskirts is n
end. These will be in place by the summer of 2011. This trail honors the memory of the pioneer
Virginia woman who travelechtough the Kanawha River Valley on a journey of over 800 miles
into and out of captivity amongst Shawnees in 1755.

The Kanawha Trace, a 3flile trail developed by Boy Scouts of the-Btiate Area Council, has

its northeastern terminus at the RiverstolRges Tr ai |l 6s sout hwestern
This welkmaintained trail is one of the most popular latigtance trails in the area, complete

with designated overnight tenting spots.

Camping
Primitive camping is available at several of the WiklManagements Areas and Putnam

County Park. Additionally, there are camping sites available at Krodel Park and a few other
private campgrounds along the trail.
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Biking
A number of Mountain Biking Trails depart from Eleanor Gigrk.

The Kanawha Trace has become a popular and challenging trail with mountain bikers in recent
years.

Motor Biking

Rivers to Ridges heritage trail is located in the middle of an area ideally suited for motor bike
trips. One of the best routes fakdtrips follows the River Bends Loop.

Ultralights
Putnam County Airport is home to an active Ultralight club.
Birdwatching

Birds and wildlife are often visible along the trail even from just a casual drive. Near Buffalo
large numbers of turkey vuires can often be seen congregating. Owls, hawks, and other birds
can often be spotted in the fields bordering the roads. Just recently, bald eagles have been
spotted in numerous |l ocations along th® Rou
best birdwatching areas are located along the trail.

Bank swallows, waterfowl, pipits and sparrows can be spotted at Gallipolis Lock and Dam just
off route 2. At Green Bottom Recreation Area birders can spot shorebirds, waterfowl,
flycatchers, treevgallows, prothonotary warblers, blue grosbeaks, harriers, and wood ducks.
Likewise McClintic Wildlife Management Area is home to a wide variety of waterfowl as well
as rails, bitterns, prothonotary warblers, winter palm warblers, and savannah and swamp
Sparrows.

t




Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trall -35-

Archaeological

Currently the archaeological intrinsic value of the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail is small, but
this does not reflect the true nature of the extensive archeological resources that have been
investigated l|mng the Trail. See the Point Pleasant website
http://www.pointpleasantwv.org/MasonCoHistory/ARCH/Arch_1.Homan idea of the extent

of these archeological resources. Thibsite mentions a few of the better known sites, like the
McCulloch Mound, the Shadle Farm site, Two sites near Sixteenmile Creek, and one near the
mouth of Threemile Creek. During the Winfield Lock and Dam reconstruction, three sites were
excavated alonthe Rivers to Ridges Trail corridor in Putnam County. A website with an easy
to understand overview of Kanawha Valley prehistoric peoples is
http://cwva.org/area_prehistories/kehistorymaslowski.html  Most publicly operated
museums along the trail focus on more recent history. However, small collections of
archeological artifacts can be viewed at the Farm Museudhthe Mansion House Musewamn

Point Pleasant.

However there is the potential that an interpretive archaeological site could be developed in the
future. Successful archaeological digs have been carried out on sites such as the Fort Ancient
village outside of Buffalo (Monyton) and the location of the BattlP@ht Pleasant. The

artifacts and research recovered from these excavations still exist, but are scattered in different
collections and archives throughout WV and in other states. For instance, the lead plate buried a
Point Pleasant in 1749 by Frenclilitary commander Celeron de Blainville is housed at the
Virginia State Museum in Richmond. Much of the Sid Morgan collection, gathered mostly from
the area around John Amos Power Plant, resides in the Morgan Museum that was moved to
Milton, WV. The Thremile Creek rockhouse burial site, discovered during construction of the
U. S. Rt. 35 fowlane highway, was not thoroughly studied, but was quickly permanently
covered, awaiting a more appropriate time for investigation. Nonetheless, the site could be



http://www.pointpleasantwv.org/MasonCoHistory/ARCH/Arch_1.htm
http://cwva.org/area_prehistories/kvprehistory-maslowski.html
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interpreted, as could many other sites from which numerous archeological studies have
contributed to our current understanding of past cultures and events along the Rivers to Ridges
Trail. There is a great deal of interest in the aceadrk towards establishing an interpretive
museum to display and interpret such artifacts or facsimiles of such artifacts. It is not necessary
to remove the artifacts from their current housing in order to utilize them for interpretive
purposes within té region from which they were originally taken. Artifact reproductions have
served other museums well. The most important aspect of interpretation is that the connections
between the manufacturers of the artifacts and the places in which the culeodseliv

interpreted within the Rivers to Ridges Trail region. Facsimiles will serve that purpose well.
There is also a great deal of interest to utilize interpretive signage at the physical locations of
past archeological discoveries as well as at landsfesgtures that reflect important events in

human history along the Rivers to Ridges Trail.
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Chapter 5
Intrinsic Qualities in their Context
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Nitro to Rock Branch.

Nitro is located midway between Charleston and Huntington, two of West gi ni a6s | argest <cities, ajnd
town with a unique history and a large number of visitor amenities it makes an ideal jumping off point for the trail.

Nitro was constructed by the government during World War 1 as a muniiamsfacturing center for the war. It was one of only

two such sites to be built. The town appeared almost overnight in 1916, constructed by thousands of workers. Howenlyr it was

able to supply one shipment of military chemicals before the war efidetifactories of Nitro rapidly shifted over to the production

of i ndustrial chemicals. Today, chemical production remaf§j n

Site Name Intrinsic Value Type
Boomtown Museum Historical, Cultural Museum
AntiguesDistrict Cultural Shopping
Brandywine Flea Market | Cultural Shopping
Ridenour Lake Recreational, Scenic Recreation Site
Nitro Community Park Recreational Recreation Site

Historic Nitro Historical, Cultural Historic District
Nitro Monument Historical Memorial
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Nearby Attractions

Intrinsic Value

Type

St. Albans Boat Ramp

Recreational, Scenic

Recreational Access

Scary Creek

Historical, Natural

Civil War Site, Geological
Feature

Armour Creek Backwater

Natural, Recreational

Wildlife Viewing Area

West Virginia State
University

Historical, Cultural

Historic Area

Shawnee Park Mound

Historic, Cultural

Native American Site

Annual Events

Intrinsic Value

Date

Boomtown Festival

Cultural

St. Albans Festival of
Lights

Cultural
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TheBoomt own Museum in Nitroos
story of the townds unique
artifacts from wars through

Nitro Antiques District

Nitro bills itself as the Antiques capital of Westr§inia. Any
visitor who makes a stop in the downtown area has their pick
of numerous small antique shops and malls that pepper the
district. A number of small shops selling the art of local
crafters as well as candles and gifts are scattered througjeout
town as well. Nitro provides some of the best shopping
opportunities south of Point Pleasant.

Brandywine Flea Market

Open on the weekends throughout the year, the Brandywine
Fl ea Market is one of the a
Crafts,foods, and fresh produce are available at the flea
market.

-40-
5 community center tells the
past . I't also contains displ
out our nationds history.
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reaods

| argest

Ridenour Lake

i ndoor fl ea marke
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This lake, accessible through a short scenic drive from the
antiques district, offers a number of different recreational
facilities. Picnic facilities, a smatilayground, and flush toilets
are available Camping and boating are not permitted, but a
trail surrounding the entire lake provides bank fishing access,
Fishing is available all year from 9:00 a.m. until darke lake
is stocked with trout, sunfislsrappie, largemouth bass, and
channel catfish.

Nitro Community Park

Numerous Recreational facilities are available at this park,
including a softball field and playground equipment. The
playground is believed to be the largest handicappedsibltzes
playground east of the Missisippi River.
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Historic Nitro

The part of Nitro most unchanged from the original Nitro built
in 1917.

Nitro Monument
A war monument | ocated in Njtrods

_42-
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